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NOTICES OF BOOKS. 243 

introductory chapter he gives a rapid and yet comprehensive 
sketch of the development of the religion of the Jews, as shown 
in the growth of the Canon. He accepts the results of modern 
Deuteronomic Criticism, and gives a very plausible and interest- 
ing account of the revival of religion among the Jews. It is 
well to have the great abiding spiritual lessons clearly set forth 
in such a way as to show they do not depend on any critical 
theory of the early or late composition of the books. Dr. 
Nairne's expositions of the prophetic teaching is excellent, and 
no one who has read them can fail to have a clearer idea of the 
meaning of the writings which are usually left unread or are 
most grotesquely misinterpreted. The most valuable part of the 
book is that dealing with the literature that immediately leads 
up to the Christian Epoch, the Wisdom and the Apocryphal 
writings. Of late years these writings are being recognized more 
and more as necessary for the full understanding of the New 
Testament and its messages. The layman, for whom this volume 
is specially written, has not had much opportunity of learning 
about this movement in theological thought. This can no 
longer be said, for Dr. Nairne has given an excellent summary 
of the position. He is absolutely candid and fair in his treat- 
ment, and does not make any attempt to labour any particular 
theory. We are glad to welcome the Layman's Library, and if 
the succeeding volumes reach the standard of the first, it will 
be a very important addition to theological literature. The 
volume is attractively printed, and is wonderfully cheap. 

E. J. Y. 

MYSTICISM AND THE CREED. By W. F. Cobb, D.D., 
Rector of St. Ethelburga's in the City of London. (Mac- 
millan.) Ios. 6d. 

The ministry of Dr. Cobb at St. Ethelburga's, Bishopsgate, 
fills, in some respects, an unique position and has a peculiar 
value in the Church of England at the present day. Neither 
his message nor his preaching are ever likely to be widely popular 
in the more obvious meaning of the word, because comparatively 
few people at any age are deeply interested in the issues with 
which he is mainly concerned. Yet there will always be a 
minority to welcome eagerly helpful guidance on such questions 
as are dealt with in his work on Mysticism and the Creed. The 
more so because this guidance, embodying as it does the general 
outlines of his teaching, is not offered in a dogmatic or peremp- 
tory spirit, but as an appeal at once to the cultured intelligence 
and to the spiritual understanding. Dr. Cobb, indeed, grapples 
bravely with one of the deepest and most persistent problems of 
the religious life-How to reconcile the claims of external 
authority in matters of belief with that individual liberty which 
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is the heritage of all who are spiritually alive. The antithesis 
is an old one, but it is ever new: the prophet on one side and 
the priest on the other, the mystic and the traditionalist, external 
government and the interior life, centripetal and centrifugal 
forces, matter and form. These have often seemed irreconcil- 
able, and the supporters of one have constantly been tempted 
to undervalue the other; accordingly the schisms consequent 
upon their mutual misunderstandings have divided Christendom 
into two sections where the excesses of either side have been 
unchecked. That thinker who can in any way show how to 
reconcile individualism and authority in the sphere of belief will 
have deserved well of Christendom. The Apostles' Creed does 
not appear at first sight to afford much standpoint to the mystic. 
It is mainly a rigid, historical summary of facts, the acceptance 
of which is imposed by authority as an article of comprehension 
and a test of orthodoxy. But if, as the author holds, the Spirit 
of God watched over the evolution of the Creed, the same Spirit 
has undoubtedly a right to interpret it to the individual Christian. 
If the Apostles' Creed be found patient of a mystical, or even 
a spiritual, interpretation-and surely otherwise it would have 
but little value-there is no need to despair of the fruitfulness 
for the religious life of any of the other great symbols of 
Catholic unity. 

A method of treatment such as this provokes the instinctive 
suspicions of many-they are apprehensive of an attempt to 
"empty the Creeds of any definite meaning." Dr. Cobb in his 
learned treatise has eluded this snare. He is not one of those 
who imagine that the wine skin can be broken and the wine 
preserved. Where form and content are alike sacred we shall 
more jealously guard the one as a guarantee of rich treasures, 
hitherto unsuspected, in the other. Dr. Cobb, alike by his 
preaching and his pen, has done something to illustrate and 
harmonize the diversity of the Spirit and the unity of the Faith. 

C. P. P. 

THE ATHANASIAN CREED by Canon Douglas Macleane 
(Sir Isaac Pitman). 2s. 6d. net. 

Dean Armitage Robinson has said that "if the Athanasian 
Creed still stood in the Prayer-book, but with no rubric for its 
use it would soon be as unfamiliar to most of us as the Prayers 
for use at Sea." How true these words have proved in the case 
of the Irish church! The Athanasian Creed is, to most of our 
people, a name and nothing more. Our children in Sunday 
School, it is true, are taught that there are three creeds of which 
the Athanasian is one, and in the eighth article they learn that 
Athanasius's Creed along with the Nicene and Apostles' Creed 
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